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Leonardo da Vinci K -8 School 
Language Arts – 8th Grade 

Course Syllabus – Mr. Sirard  
 
Contact Information  
 
Room 35 
School Phone: (916) 277-6496 
Class Website: www.mrsirard.com  
Email: mrsirard@mrsirard.com  
Grading Website: www.mrsirard.com or zangle.scusd.edu 

Course Description  

Language Arts is a core subject at the secondary level. Mastery of the subject’s content standards is a 
requirement for promotion to high school. This  course is designed to meet the California State 
English-Language Arts Content Standards for 8th grade. In this class, students will work to improve 
their reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. Course reading will include a variety of nov els, 
short stories, and poems. In addition to the course literature, students are expected to be reading at 
home on a regular basis from a book of their choosing. Students will be required to be proficient in  
several modes of academic writing and public speaking. Student reading and writing will be 
supported by regular instruction in vocabulary, grammar, composition, analytical reading, and 
critical thinking skills. The course is divided into two thematic units: “ The African American 
Experience”  and “ Race-based Policies during World War II .” The course texts listed below reinforce 
those themes.  

Course Texts 

�x Holt: Literature & Language Arts, 2nd Course 
�x Holt: Handbook, 2nd Course 
�x The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing by M.T. Anderson * 
�x The Glory Fields – Walter Dean Myers 
�x Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave: Written by Himself - Frederick 

Douglass* 
�x Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain * 
�x I Have a Dream: Writings and Speeches That Changed the World - Martin Luther King, Jr.  
�x The Watsons Go to Birmingham - Christopher Paul Curtis  (if time allows)  
�x The Diary of a Young Girl - Anne Frank  
�x Farewell to Manzanar - James D. Houston and Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston 
�x Maus - Volume I and II - Art Spiegelman 
�x The Giver – Lois Lowry  (if time allows)  

*Advanced readers only. 
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Required Materials  

�‰  One-Inch Binder  (You will need one specifically and solely for this class.) 

�‰  Set of Eight -Tab Binder Dividers  

�‰  College-ruled binder paper  

�‰  Pencils 

�‰  Pens (blue or black ink)  

�‰  Highlighters  

�‰ Index cards (Great for speeches and studying, especially on vocabulary tests) 

�‰  Book for independent reading (On Monday, students will be reading a book of their own quietly 
in class. You may select a book from the limited in-class library, but I recommend that you track a 
book down on your own that interests you. We will not be visi ting the school library until the second 
or third week of school.)   
 

Recommended Materials  

�‰  Public library card  

�‰  Handheld pencil sharpener (Get a small one so you can quietly sharpen your pencil at your desk.) 

�‰  Kleenex (Available in small packs) 

�‰  Dictionary (Try to get a “college” dictionary if you can. You can use it to finish vocabulary work 
at home or to look up words you don’t know when you are studying or reading.)  

�‰  Thesaurus 

�‰  Correction fluid or correction tape  

�‰  Computer  

Class Policies 

�x Food: Do not eat, drink, or chew gum in class. Water in clear plastic bottles is ok. 
�x Hats / Cell Phones: Keep cell phones turned off, MP3 players put away, and hats (including all 

head gear) off of your head. 
�x Tardies:  Come to class on time or be marked tardy. Stay in your seat. Do not leave class until 

dismissed.  
�x Passes: You will be issued two passes a trimester to be used for emergencies. You are expected 

to use the bathroom during you r passing period. 
�x SSR: You are required to have a reading book every day. The book may come from the 

approved book list or may be a self-selected novel. We will be reading quietly for the first ten 
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to fifteen minutes class each day. This time is used to build focus, encourage reading, and 
provide a smooth transition to instruction .  

�x Makeup Work:  The student is required to ask for makeup work immediately upon returning 
to school.  Class work and homework can be made up after excused absences without penalty. 
Students have as many days as they were absent to make it up. Work that was due the day of 
the student’s absence is due upon the student’s return. Students may ask for makeup work 
before class or after class but not during class.  

�x Late Work: Late work is accepted but loses 10% of its value each day it is late. After five 
school days, the assignment will not be worth any points.  Late class work will result in 
afterschool detention to complete the assignment.  Binder work and quizzes cannot be 
turned in late.  

�x Appointments:  Students are welcome to meet with me at lunch or after school. Appointments 
are highly recommended. 

Behavioral Expectations  

1. Treat LdV  staff and students with respect at all times.  
2. Treat all school property with respect.  
3. Clean up after yourself. 
4. Be on time. 
5. Follow all school rules.  

Academic Expectations  

1. Come prepared to learn. Bring all required supplies and school work.  
2. Come to class. 
3. Pay attention. 
4. Complete all assigned work.  
5. Record your assignment due dates  on the class calendar. 
6. Examine weekly grades and take them home to be signed.  
7. Don’t plagiarize.  
8. Don’t copy or allow others to copy.  
9. Do your best.  

Discipline  

Violation of class rules may result  in detention or suspension.   

Items of Note: 
�x Every tardy will result in detention.  
�x Detention must be served the day it is earned  from 3:15pm to 3:45pm. If you cannot serve 

that afternoon, you will be referred to the principal . 
�x Coming late to detention counts as an absence. 
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For Parents 

How to Help Your Child Succeed  

1. Stay in contact. This will help us prevent or quickly correct academic or behavioral problems your 
student may have. All contact information is listed on the front page . Please check the class website 
(if possible) before calling, emailing, or visiting. You can find all d ue dates, assignments )available for 
download), and links to grade information there.  

2. Ask your child questions.  Find out how school is going and what’s going on. Ask to see work. 
Believe it or not, we didn’t do “nothing” today, and we probably do have h omework. Find the 
weekly homework listed on the class website. 

3. Create a good work space. Try to setup a quiet place in the house where your student can read and 
write. Working at a desk with a comfortable chair is ideal.  
 
4. Get books. Students need to be reading at home and in class all year long. We’ll visit the school 
library, and they can check out books from my supply in the classroom. However, public libraries 
and bookstores have superior collections and are better at helping your students find the books that 
he/she wants. Students who read a lot are almost always the most successful students. 
 
5. Buy reference books. All students need a good dictionary. A college dictionary provides all the 
information a student needs to do vocabulary work for our class. A thesaurus is recommended. If 
you are looking for a book that gives good student instruction in writing, I recommend Writer’s Inc. 
 
6. Encourage your child to seek help  and ask questions. I am always willing to help students with 
their work or answer their questions. Encourage your child to come talk to me when they need help, 
to participate in class, and to ask questions when they don’t understand. 
 
7. Celebrate success. Reward your child when they do well. Movies, special meals, compliments, etc. 
I know from classroom experience how hard it is to remember to pause and congratulate.  

How to He lp Your Child’s Language Arts Class  

Donate books. I try to keep a small collection of young adult literature in the room. Over time, books 
wear out or disappear.  If you or your child has  young adult books that you no longer want, please 
donate them to my class library.  

Grading  

All grade information will be posted online at mrsirard.com  (and later on the district’s Zangle site 
when it is operational) and can be viewed by knowing your child’s numeric code. I will send home 
the information, but you can always ask for it in an email.  A summary of your child’s grade will also 
come home every Monday to be signed  and brought back to school. 
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Parent and Student Acknowledgement  
 
Student  
 
I have read the course requirements and agree to follow them to the best of my ability. 
 
 
____________________________ ____________________________  ____________ 
Student Name (please print clearly) Student Signature    Date 
 
Parent 
 
I have read the course requirements and agree to encourage my child to abide by them. I also 
understand that I can call 557-0389 (ext. 35) to arrange to speak with my student’s teacher.  
 
 
____________________________ ____________________________  ____________ 
Parent Name (please print clearly) Parent Signature    Date 
          
 
____________________________ ____________________________   
Daytime phone number   Evening phone number 
 
____________________________    
Email address (optional)   
 
 


